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Peninsula Metropolitan Park District 
 
 
 
 

Financial Assistance Policy 
 
 

Policy Number: Resolution Date Approved: Supersedes the 
 Number:  following Resolutions 

P50-102 RR2026-001 January 20, 2026 

and Policies: 
 

RR2025-001 
April 1, 2025 

 
RR2023-001 

February 21, 2023 
 

   

R2012-016 
June 4, 2012 

 
 
 

Policy: Financial Assistance Policy 
 
 

Purpose: This Financial Assistance Policy is intended to provide more access to 
Peninsula Metropolitan Park District’s (PenMet Parks) fee-based 
recreation programs by providing financial assistance to individuals in 
need.  In reducing the barriers for community access to fee-based programs 
and youth party rentals, PenMet Parks further advances its mission. 
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Section 1. Financial Assistance Program  
 

The PenMet Parks Financial Assistance Program will provide supplemental funding 
opportunities for persons that want to participate in fee-based recreation programs and 
youth party package rentals and meet the eligibility requirements. Best practices, such 
as proactive community outreach and barrier-reducing procedures, will further serve 
the recreation needs of the community. 
 
 
Section 2. Applicability 

 
A. Financial assistance will be dependent on funding availability and will be provided 

on a first come, first serve basis. 
 

B. Financial assistance will be awarded based on a tiered income eligibility 
structure designed to reduce barriers and enhance access. Discounts will range 
from 50% to 100%. The discount amounts for each eligibility tier will be reviewed 
and established as part of the annual budget process. 

 
C. Financial assistance awards will be applied at the time of program registration 

and are not reservable for future program registrations. 
 
D. Annually, a maximum award amount per eligible person, called a “cap”, will be 

established as part of the annual budget process. Caps, as well as the 
availability and applicability of financial assistance funds, will limit award 
amounts.   

 
E. In order to receive financial assistance, program applicants must meet the 

program eligibility requirements in Section 3, below. 
 
 
Section 3. Program Eligibility  
 
A. Base program eligibility is based on two factors: (1) household size and (2) household 

income for the previous calendar year. 
 
B. Base program eligibility is by applicant's household status that is at, or below, ninety 

percent (90%) of the Median Income, established annually in the Tacoma/Pierce County 
HUD Metro Fair Market Rate Area Income Limits. 

 
C. Applicants must attest to the size, income, and location of their household when applying 

for financial assistance. Applicants must also attest that their participation in the program 
is made possible by a financial assistance award. 

 
D. Applicants must agree to furnish sufficient documentation of program eligibility factors 

per procedural requirements. 
 
E. Documentation of program eligibility within the past calendar year will consist of either:  
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1) household income and household size, or, 2) eligibility for public services that have 
compatible household requirements, including: 

 
a. Low-income Housing assistance (such as Housing Choice Vouchers and CDBG, 

HOME, or LIHTC funding housing) 
b. Health and Human Services assistance (such as TANF or SNAP) 
c. Medicaid or Washington Apple Health  
d. Free or Reduced school meals 
e. Head Start and Early Head Start 
f. Government-subsidized daycare 

 
F. The Executive Director or designee may make exceptions to base program eligibility 

requirements and applicability of awards for hardships or other circumstances, based on 
the purpose of the Financial Assistance Policy and in compliance with state law.  
 

G. The Executive Director has the authority to amend program eligibility requirements, 
based on Financial Assistance Program goals, to include use of funding sources that 
specify varying eligibility standards.  
 
 

Section 4. Funding 
 

A. PenMet Parks will endeavor to obtain funding for the Financial Assistance Program 
through donations from program participants, businesses, foundations, service 
organizations and other sources. 
 

B. The source of funding may result in varying eligibility conditions and award amounts. 
 
C. Financial assistance funding is to be allocated throughout the year, in 

conjunction with anticipated program registration levels to the greatest extent 
reasonably possible. 

 
D. PenMet Parks may allocate funds from the general operating budget to increase 

the amount available and may place additional conditions on the use of those 
funds. 
 
 

Section 5. Roles and Guidelines for the Financial Assistance Program 
 

A. PenMet Parks staff shall adopt processes and procedures to administer the program 
based on this policy.  
 

B. Staff shall submit an annual report to the Board that summarizes funding sources 
and use, total funds paid to applicants, the number and type of requests that did, and 
did not, result in financial assistance, relevant demographic data, and any 
recommendations for program revisions including program eligibility beyond this 
policy. 
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