HP E""i Peninsula Metropolitan Park District
e s RESOLUTION R2024-015

ADOPTING PENMET PARKS’ 2025 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

WHEREAS, the Peninsula Metropolitan Park District (PenMet Parks) Board of Park
Commissioners adopted Policy P40-101: Comprehensive Financial Management Policy,
which states, in part, that the District will strive to coordinate with other governmental
agencies to achieve common policy objectives, share the cost of providing governmental
services on an equitable basis and support favorable legislation at the state and federal
level; and

WHEREAS, PenMet Parks has engaged the community through various forms of
outreach to develop and prioritize the District's park and recreation priorities, goals and
objectives; and

WHEREAS, PenMet Parks believes it is important and necessary to adopt legislative
priorities for 2025 to assist and guide PenMet Parks’ Board, staff, community members
and partners in seeking legislative and administrative support for those park and
recreation priorities, goals and objectives and to convey PenMet Parks’ position on issues
that may come before the Washington State Legislature, the Governor and various state
and local agencies;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, by the Board of Park Commissioners that PenMet Parks adopts the 2025
legislative priorities attached as Exhibit A as the official priorities of the District.

The foregoing resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the Board of Park
Commissioners of the Peninsula Metropolitan Park District held on December 3, 2024.
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Maryellen “Missy” Hill, Board President Laurel Kingsbury, Board Clerk
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Attest: Ally BUjaCU‘I
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2025 Legislative Priorities

Capital Budget Request: Peninsula Gardens park design

The 11-acre Peninsula Gardens property is a former commercial site that was acquired
by PenMet Parks to provide more access to parks and recreation. Currently
inaccessible to the public with aging commercial structures, the future Peninsula
Gardens park will support health and well-being by providing recreation opportunities for
people of all ages and abilities in a geographic area of our community that is currently
underserved by recreation opportunities.

In 2024 PenMet Parks invested $150,000 to complete the Peninsula Gardens master
plan, a critical first step in transforming this site into a public park. The master plan was
guided by an extensive public process that affirmed our community’s priorities for
diverse and inclusive recreation amenities at this strategically-located site.

The District has appropriated additional funding in 2025 to begin park design and
demolish existing structures that are at the end of their useful life. Budget is requested
to fully fund design and site preparation activities required to prepare for park
construction.

Capital Budget Request: Shoreline restoration, water access, and conservation
education at the Tacoma DeMolay Sandspit Park

The Tacoma DeMolay Sandspit park is valued by our community for its unique sandspit,
saltwater shoreline, and natural beauty. PenMet Parks actively manages the Tacoma
DeMolay Sandspit park to preserve its unique natural features and to allow low-impact
public access. Special care is given to protecting vegetation, habitat, and wildlife.

Through a master planning process that was completed in 2024, our community has
prioritized improvements at the site including preserving sensitive environmental areas,
providing ADA access to Puget Sound, and creating passive recreation and educational
opportunities in harmony with the natural environment. In conjunction with this project,
PenMet Parks and partner Pierce Conservation District have completed preliminary
design for shoreline restoration at this site.

PenMet Parks has appropriated nearly $2 million in local funding to support design and
implementation of this project. Funds are requested to further advance conservation,
shoreline restoration, water access, and environmental education priorities at this very
special site.
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Monitor:

Policy related to parks, recreation, environment, natural disasters, special purpose
districts, and other state policy that impacts PenMet Parks, including priorities identified
by the Washington Recreation and Park Association. Identify emerging issues or
broader local government policy that impacts PenMet Parks.
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