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Policy: Park Naming Policy 
 
 
Purpose: To provide direction regarding soliciting, considering, and entering into 

agreements to name and rename parks, recreation areas, natural areas, 
facilities, interior spaces, objects, programs, and features. 

 
Goals: The goals of the Naming Policy are to: 
 

• Recognize individuals and organizations that have made significant 
contributions to PenMet Parks or to the community, through notable 
volunteer or in-kind efforts, outstanding service, or financial 
contributions, by naming PenMet Parks’ parks, recreation areas, 
natural areas, facilities, interior spaces, objects, programs, or features 
(collectively “Assets”) in their honor.  

• Set and maintain appropriate standards for naming Assets.  
• Provide opportunities for revenue-generation through naming of Assets 

through capital campaigns, corporate naming rights or memorial 
donations as appropriate. 
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Section 1. Naming Assets 

A. The designation of Assets for naming purposes and the process for 
naming those Assets must be in accordance with District approved 
criteria and procedures developed and approved by the Executive 
Director.  

 
B. PenMet Parks shall only name (and rename) its designated Assets for 

the purpose of honoring people, organizations, or places consistent 
with PenMet Parks’ vision and mission.  PenMet Parks’ vision is to be 
a leader promoting health and well-being in a thriving community. The 
District’s mission is to enhance the quality of life by providing parks 
and recreation opportunities for our community.  

 
Section 2. Right of Refusal 

PenMet Parks reserves the right to refuse any naming request or 
submission, at its sole discretion, for any or no stated reason. PenMet 
Parks may consider name changes or requests for name removals when 
appropriate based on community values and the cultural context. 

 
Section 3. Recognition 

The form of recognition should be consistent and in alignment with the 
standards set and maintained in the naming and signage procedures to 
ensure proper placement and size on the Asset.  

 
Section 4. Approval 

All naming rights options and gift levels created for a capital campaign 
must be approved by the Executive Director. The consideration of any 
request to name or rename any Asset must be submitted to the Board for 
final approval. 

 
Section 5. Duration and Discontinuation 

A. If a name designated on an Asset comes into dishonor as 
determined by the Executive Director, the Executive Director may 
discontinue the use of that name. 

 
B. In the event that a named Asset is moved, stolen or damaged, 

PenMet Parks will use reasonable efforts to replace or repair the 
Asset. If the named Asset is rendered unfit for continued use or 
exhibition, the person or entity named, or the donor will be notified 
that the Asset is no longer in use.  Naming rights will not extend 
past the ordinary life cycle of the Asset.  
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C. When a naming right is approved, the time period for use should be 

established (e.g., the Asset will be named “______” for the period 
of “_____” years).  At the time the name is to be discontinued, 
PenMet Parks may provide to the person, organization or donor the 
first opportunity to renew their naming upon terms mutually 
agreeable to the parties.  

 
Section 6. Inherent Privileges 

The person or entity who has been named on an asset does not have any 
inherent privileges to use the Asset unless otherwise stated in an 
agreement with PenMet Parks. 

 
Section 7. Authorization  

The Board of Park Commissioners authorizes the Executive Director to 
create and adopt the procedures necessary to implement these policies. 
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